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ECUMENICAL  ATTITUDES  OF  TH        MSORY  CHAPLAIN. 

Introduction 

The  scope  of  this  monograph  is  to  point  out  the  ecu- 
menical attitudes  of  effective  supervisory  chaplains.   It 
is  not  an  attempt  to  promote  an  organic  ecclesiastical  un- 
ity within  the  military  chaplaincy.   It  is  a  study  which 
seeks  to  answer  the  question:   Is  there  an  ecumenical  test 
concerning  the  attitude  of  the  supervisory  chaplain  which 
to  nossess  is  at  once  to  be  effective  and  which  not  having 
he  is  not  effective? 

The  purpose  of  this  paper  is  to  increase  the  effect- 
iveness of  the  supervisory  chaplain. 

It  is  believed  that  the  effectiveness  of  our  program 
is  enhanced  when  the  relationship  of  chaplains  to  one  an- 
other is  cordial  and  fraternal.   Department  of  the  Army 
Field  Manual  16-5  states: 

The  relationship  of  Chaplains  to  one  another 
is  characterised  by  understanding,  mutual  respect, 
and  fraternal  charity.   Differences  in  religious 
beliefs  and  practices  do  not  exclude  a  mutual,  co- 
operative effort  to  represent  religion  in  the 
military  community.  1 

It  is  believed,  also,  chaplains  will  be  unable  to 

provide  adequate  religious  coverage  without  this  spirit 

of  cooperation. 

en  two  or  more  chaplains  are  on  duty... in 
the  same  area.,  some  division  of  labor  is  logical 


1.   Department  of  the  Army  Field  Manual  16-5,  The  Chaplain, 
1358,  par.  12,  p.  7. 
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and  wise.  Religious  services  of  the  three 
major  faiths  are  conducted  or  arranged  for 
by  chaplains.  Cordial  interest  in  the  ser- 
vices conducted  by  brother  chaplains  is  the 
desired  attitude  in  every  chaplain.  This 
insures  a  properly  planned  program  for  the 
most  advantageous  use  of  the  chapel  and 
leads  to  the  sincere  cooperation  which  will 
strengthen  the  friendly  ties  among  chaplains 
and  enhance  their  place  in  the  respect  and 
confidence  of  the  men.   2 


Moreover,  the  supervisory  chaplain  can  normally  gain 

the 

s  respect  and  confidence  of  loth  commanders  and  staff 

officers  by  possessing  an  ecumenical 

spirit  and  attitude. 

As 

a  rule 

...cooperation  among  chaplains  is  voluntary. 

However,  a  senior  or  supervisory  chaplain 

will  properly  assume  a  position 

of  leader- 

ship  in  developing  a  harmonious 

program 

among  his  fellow  chaplains.   3 

Finally,  such  a  spirit  is  essential  to  defeat  the 

threat  of  communism  to  our  religious 

and  democratic  way 

of 

life.   That  the  Communists  hate  religion  and  freedom 

is 

clear.   It  comes  as  a  shock  to  some  people,  however, 

to 

realise  that  communism  means  a  "si 

3t  of  rigid  moral, 

aesthetic,  literary,  and  metaphyseal 

dogmas,  covering 

every  aspect  of  human  existence."  4 

It  may  seem  strange 

to 

us  that  the  Soviet  Union  has  been 

aptly  described  as 

a  ' 

'theological  society." 

2. 

Ibid.,  p.  8. 

3. 

Ibil.,  p .  8 . 

4. 

Arthur  Schlesinger,  Jr.   "The  Kn 

smlin's  Unruly  Little 

Erothers."  Harper's  Magazine,  February,  I960,  p.  67. 

2. 

The  heart  of  Soviet  dogmatism  is  the 
principle  of  infallibility,  applied  to  the 
leader,  the  party,  and  the  theory  of  history.  5 

From  the  foregoing  it  ought  to  be  obvious  that 
chaplains  in  a  supervisory  position  can  best  fulfill 
their  functions  as  they  seek  to  develop  those  ecumenical 
attitudes  which  make  for  an  effective  religious  program 

bhin  the  Army. 
I.  The  Importance  of  an  Ecumenical  Attitude^ 

The  subject  of  an  ecumenical  attitude  is  not  as  in- 
nificant  as  it  might  appear.   7/e  live  in  a  time  in  which 
there  are  many  divisions  in  the  religious  faiths  of  the 
United  States.   Christianity  is  divided  into  some  two  hun- 
dred fifty  separate  religious  bodies.   According  to  the 
official  records  fifty-two  of  these  religious  bodies  have 
chaplains  in  the  United  States  Army.  6  Each  of  these 
chaplains  re  »r    it  a  denomination  which  either  at  the 
present  time  or  at  some  time  in  the  past  has  regarded  all 
other  faiths  as  heretical  and  itself  as  the  only  true 
church.   It  has  been  pointed  out  by  Dr.  Roy  G.  Ross, 
General  Secretary  of  the  National  Council  of  Churches, 
that  those  who  attack  any  of  our  churches,  to  the  delight 
of  all  Communists,  weaken  our  democracy  by  undermining 
the  faith  of  our  people  in  the  Church.  7 

This  is,  therefore,  not  an  unimportant  matter.   It 


5.   Arthur  Schlesinger,  Jr.  "The  Many  Faces  of  Communism." 

Harper's  Magazine,  January,  i960,  p.  53. 

Z~.      From  the  Official  Records  of  the  Office  of  the  Chief 

of  Chaplains,  as  per  telephone  call,  April,  i960. 

7.   Religious  News  Article,  The  Christian  Magazine,  April 

10,  1960,  p.  12. 
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is,  in  reality,  the  kind  of  question  that  thoughtful  reli- 
gious leadership  should  never  have  lost  sight  of.   What  is 
it,  which  to  possess  makes  a  chaplain  an  effective  super- 
visor, and  which  not  having,  whatever  else  he  may  possess, 
he  is  not  effective?  Bring  this  down  to  cases  and  one 
thing  is  certain:   that  which  makes  a  chaplain  a  Catholic 
or  a  Protestant;  that  which  makes  a  Protestant  a  Methodist, 
Eaptist,  or  Presbyterian  is  not  necessarily  the  quality 
that  makes  him  an  effective  supervisory  chaplain.  8 

There  are  many  examples  from  the  lives  of  effective 
chaplains  that  illustrate  the  importance  of  this  ecumenical 
spirit. 

Chaplain  James  S.  McGinnis,  during  World  War  II,  was 
unable  to  secure  the  services  of  either  Jewish  or  Protest- 
ant chaplains.   Before  the  movie  on  Saturday  evening  he 
would  announce:   "Tomorrow  is  Sunday.   I  am  a  Catholic 
chaplain,  but  I  will  do  my  darndest  to  give  the  Protestants 
a  Protestant  service  at  0300,  the  Jews  a  Jewish  service  at 
1000,  and  the  Catholics  a  Catholic  service  at  1100.   It  is 
important  to  note  that  he  did  not  use  this  situation  as  an 
opportunity  to  read  out  of  the  fold  those  whose  opinions 
were  different  than  his  own.   His  services  were  well  at- 
tended by  men  of .'  all  .faiths.  He  could  never  have  fulfilled 
his  responsibility  to  the  religious  needs  of  those  men  had 
he  not  oossessed  this  ecumenical  attitude.  9 


8.  Daniel  A.  Poling,  A  Preacher  Looks  At  War.  New  York, 
The  Kacmillan  Company,  1343,  p.  31. 

9.  Roy  J.  Honeywell,  Chaplains  of  The  United  States  Army, 
Washington  D.  C,  U.  S.  Government  Printing  Office,  1958, 
p.  288. 
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The  four  Dorchester  chaplains  in  their  sacrificial 
death  seem  to  say  that  this  spirit  or  attitude  of  ecumen- 
icity is  of  vital  importance.   In  their  dynamic  loyalty 
to  their  faith  they  challenge  all  Catholics,  Jews,  and 
Protestants  to  "unite  without  uniformity".   "Each  was 
loyal  to  himself,  but  each  had  found  a  cause  transcending 
all  differences  and  divisions. "10 

A  Hosh  Hashana  service  in  the  Yukon  in  1943  was  made 
possible  by  a  Catholic  and  a  Protestant  chaplain  who  deemed 
this  attitude  important.   The  Catholic  chaplain  contributed 
the  ceremonial  wine;  the  Protestant  chaplain  preached  the 
sermon. 

A  Protestant  chaplain  who  labored  to  help  rebuild  a 
small  Catholic  church,  ruined  by  German  artil]  ery,  in 
Normandy  possessed  this  important  and  significant  spirit.  11 

Dr.  Piling  writes: 

I  saw  men  of  every  faith,  at  their  appointed 
time,  worship  under  the  same  roof,  and  I  listened 
while  clergymen  of  the  three  faiths  officiated 
before  the  same  altar,  suitably  dressed  for  each 
occasion.   There  were  times  when  Protestant  and 
Jewish  boys  died  in  the  arms  of  their  Catholic 
chaplains  and  other  times  when  Protestant  and 
Jewish  chaplains  gave  a  modified  form  of  the  last 
rites  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  to  members  of 
that  faith.  12 

These  vital  services  were  rendered  by  dedicated  men 

of  God  who  believed  in  the  importance  of  this  subject. 


10.  Daniel  A.  Poling,  Faith  Is  Power  Por  You,  New  York, 
Greenberg,  1950,  P»  202. 

11.  Honeywell.  Op.Cit.,  pp.  289,290. 

12.  Poling.   Op.Cit. ,  p.  205. 
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A  Pamplet  containing  appropriate  Catholic,  Protestant 
and  Jewish  prayers  for  the  wounded  and  dying  was  used  by 
these  men  of  God  who  possessed  this  important  ecumenical 
attitude.   A  copy  of  these  prayers  is  in  Appendix  I. 

During  a  Tri -Faith  meeting  in  Philadelphia  a  veteran 

of  the  Roman  Catholic  faith  and  a  Protestant  chaplain 

warmly  greeted  one  another.   The  Catholic  said: 

The  last  time  I  saw  the  chaplain,  he  was 
looking  down  at  me  and  I  was  looking  up  at  him 
from  a  stretcher  on  Utah  beach.   He  had  lifted 
me  to  that  stretcher.   Later  he  helped  me  into 
an  ambulance  and  then  a  little  later  he  got  his. 
In  those  days  we  never  asked  are  there  Catholics 
on  our  left  or  Jews  on  our  right  or  Protestants 
in  support.   We  were  just  Americans.   AND  WE 
MUST  BE  LIKE  THAT  NOW."   13 

In  a  North  Korean  prison  camp  Chaplain  Emil  Kapaun 
kept  both  faith  and  courage  alive  in  the  minds  and  hearts 
of  his  fellow  prisoners.   As  one  reads  of  his  tender 
appeals  for  trust  in  God  under  circumstances  such  as  few 
people  have  been  called  upon  to  endure,  one  thinks  that 
here  was  a  man  who  expressed  in  an  unforgettable  manner 
this  important  ecumenical  attitude. 

These  chaplains  practiced  something  better  than 
distrust  and  competition.   They  did  not  haggle  over 
items  of  a  religious  creed.   They  did  not  think  of  ex- 
cluding from  the  Kingdom  of  God  those  whose  faith  was 
different  than  their  own.   They  illustrate  conclusively 
the  importance  of  the  ecumenical  attitude  for  an  effective 
ministry.  14 


13.  Ibid. p.  205.   Capital  letters  are  my  own, 

14.  Honeywell,  Op.Cit. ,  pp.  336,  342-344. 
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1 1.   The  Basis  Of  The  Ecume ni cal  At titude. 

The  ecumenical  attitude  proceeds  from  faith  in  the 
faith  of  Christ.   The  faith  of  Christ  can  be  stated  simply, 
James  Gordon  Gilkey  once  phrased  it  like  this: 

First,  Jesus  believed  and  taught  that  there  stands 
at  the  heart  of  things  an  unseen  God  who  lores  every  human 
being  so  dearly  that  all  of  us  can  trust  ourselves  to  Him 
both  in  life  and  in  death. 

Second,  Jesus  believed  and  taught  that  human  beings, 
all  human  beings,  are  children  of  this  God,  and  that  as 
such  they  possess  an  infinite  value. 

Third,   Jesus  believed  and  taught  that  because  every 
human  being  is  of  infinite  value,  each  of  us  owes  an  un- 
failing respect  and  kindness  to  every  person  he  meets. 

Gilkey  goes  on  to  say  that  there  has  flowed  from 
these  three  basic  convictions  of  Jesus  three  new  impulses. 
The  first,  was  the  impulse  toward  a  new  courage  and  a  new 
hope.   If  there  is  a  God  at  the  heart  of  things,  and  if 
He  loves  us  all  dearly,  why  should  we  ever  be  afraid — 
either  in  life  or  in  death? 

The  second  impulse  was  a  new  respect  for  all  human 
beings,  even  the  ones  who  seem  weak  and  unimportant. 

The  third,  wasthe  impulse  toward  a  new  kindness, 
kindness  to  everyone.  15 


15.   James  Gordon  Gilkey.  Jesus  And  Our  Generation, 
Chicago,  The  University  of  Chicago  Press,  19~25,  pp.  1-149. 
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These  three  basic  beliefs  of  Jesus,  and  the  three  new 
impulses  which  flowed  from  them  are,  we  believe,  the  basis 
of  the  ecumenical  attitude  for  the  supervisory  chaplain. 
We  believe  this  is  the  core  of  authentic  Christianity. 
All  else  is  fringe  and  comment  and  opinion. 
III.   The  Ultimate  Test  Of  The  Ecumenical  Attitude . 

The  ultimate  test  of  the  ecumenical  attitude  of  a 
supervisory  chaplain  is  not  a  doctrinal  test.   It  is  not 
in  whether  he  is  conservative,  liberal,  or  orthodox  in 
his  theology.   It  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  denomination 
to  which  he  belongs.   The  ultimate  test  is  moral  and 
spiritual.   Those  who  pass  it  must  love  one  another  as 
Christ  loved  them.   15 

Certainly  in  naming  the  test  no  chaplain  of  the 
Christian  faith  would  question  the  right  of  Christ  Himself 


to  name  the  test.   If  He  names  it,  then  what  anyone  else 

says 

about  it  cannot  matter  as  much  as  what  He  says.  Well, 

time 

and  time  again  He  named  the  test. 

By  their  fruits  you  shall  know  them.  16 

If  my  words  abide  in  you,... then  are  you 

truly  my  disciples.  17 

By  this  shall  all  men  know  that  you  are 

my  disciples,  if  you  love  one  another.   18 

The  apostle  Paul  knew  that  test  and  applied  it: 

If  any  man  hath  not  the  spirit  of  Christ 

he  is  none  of  His.   19 

15. 

Lesslie  Ulewbigin,  "The  Nature  Of  The  Unity  We  Seek; 

From 

the  Church  of  South  India."  Religion  In  Life,  Vol. 

XXVI 

,  Spring  1957,  pp.  181-185 

16. 

Matthew  7:20 

17. 

John  15:7,8. 

18. 

John  13:  35- 

19. 

Romans  8:  9.           o 

w 


Leading  churchmen  of  our  day  are  pointing  the  way 
to  practical  applications  of  the  test  of  Jesus. 

Dr.  Visser  *t  Hooft  challenges  us  to  practice  the 
"essential  methods"  of  "witness,  service  and  fellowship," 
to  accomplish,  in  this  area,  the  will  of  Christ. 

Cecil  Northcott  is  one  of  many  ecumenical  leaders 
who  declares  the  will  of  Christ  "is  for  the  unity  of 
His  church."  He  writes  that  if  the  ecumenical  movement 
is  not  to  become  only  a  monument  then  we  must  be  willing 
to  meet  the  ultimate  test  of  Jesus.   20 

Last  June,  the  Pope,  in  a  positive  ecumenical 
message,  said:   "In  essentials,  unity;  in  non-essentials, 
liberty;  in  all  things,  charity.   21 

No  one  should  suffer  illusions  about  the  nature  of 
those  things  which  separate  Protestants  and  Roman 
Catholics,  but  neither  should  they  limit  the  power  of 
God  to  enable  chaplains  to  meet  this  ultimate  test. 

Indeed,  there  are  several  areas  in  which  we  can 
cooperate  in  order  to  apply  the  test  of  Jesus. 

Protestants  as  well  as  Catholics  might  observe  a 
Week  of  Prayer  For  Unity.   Materials  nave  been  used  by 
Roman  Catholics  and  others  in  forty  nine  countries  last 
year.   The  key  phrr...  e  of  the  week  is,  "Kay  the  visible 


20.  Cecil  Northcott,  "Ecumenical  Movement  or  Monument?", 
The  Christian  Century,  January  27,  I960,  pp.  94-95 • 

21.  William  J.  Nottingham,  "Prayer  For  Christian  Unity," 
The  Christian,  April  3,  I960,  p.  5. 


unity  of  the  Kingdom  of  God  come,  in  the  way  Christ  wants 
it  and  by  the  means  He  wishes."  Nothing  more  than  the 
prayer  of  Jesus,  "that  they  may  be  one",  is  asked. 22  See 
Appendix  II  for  material  of  the  Week  of  Prayer  For  Unity. 

Within  the  Protestant  program  of  religious  education 
the  supervisory  chaplain  should  use  the  Unified  Protestant 
Sunday  School  curriculum  for  the  Armed  Forces  if  he  is 
serious  in  meeting  the  test. 

All  chaplains  may  unite  in  scheduling  Tri-Faith 
Preaching  Missions.   This  is  a  practical  way  for  effective 
supervisory  chaplains  to  strengthen  a  program  that  is  aimed 
at  meeting  Christ's  test. 

Participation  in  inter-faith  social  activities  is 
still  another  way  in  which  we  may  cooperate  to  meet  the 
moral  and  spiritual  te.  . 
Conclusion. 

It  ought  to  be  obvious  that  the  effectiveness  of  the 
supervisory  chaplain  is  dependent  upon  an  attitude  that 
transcends  the  denominations.   His  effectiveness  is 
dependent  upon  a  spirit  of  cooperation  that  transcends 
the  trivia  on  which  they  stand  divided.   Effective 

oervisory  chaplains  of  the  Christian  faith  seem  to 
have  this  in  common:   they  affirm  not  simply  in  creed 

22.   Ibid. ,  p.  5« 
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but  in  life  the  Lordship  of  Christ.   They  listen  to  Him. 
They  test  everything  by  Him,  and  for  the  most  part,  they 
forget  the  rest.   After  all,  the  demands  of  Christ  are 
enough.   The  rest  does  not  matter. 

The  answer  to  our  original  question  is  found  in  the 
life  and  in  the  religious  program  that  reflect  attitudes 
of  ecumenicity.   As  chaplains  of  the  Army  we  must  make  of 
little  moment  the  things  on  which  our  respective  denomina- 
tions differ  from  one  another.   But  we  must  give  ourselves 
to  the  task  of  developing  an  ecumenical  attitude  that, 
regardless  of  denominational  affliation,  will  surely 
increase  the  effectiveness  of  the  supervisory  chaplain. 
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Appendix  I. 

A  IS^Lll   PRAYE 

),  I  am  heartily  sorry  for  h 
of fen  lei  Thee,  and  I  let  Lns  because 

I  dread  the  loss  of  Heaven  and  t  ell, 

lit  most  of  all  bee;,  e  they  offended  Thee,  ray 
God,  Who  e rt  all  good     leserying  of  all  my 
love.   I  firmly  resolve,  with  the  help  of  Thy 
grace,  to  confess  my  sins,  to  do  penance  and  to 
amend  my  life.   Amen. 

A  P  .       T  PRA1 


HEA  FATHER,  I  do  heartily  confess  unto 
Thee  all  my  sins,  and  I  truly  repent.  I  promise 
to  serve  Thee  with  my  whole  heart.  I  give 
life  to  Thee  ani  pray  that  Thou  wilt  forgive  all 
my  sin::,  and  purify  my  soul  fror  a]  evil.  Grant 
me  Thy  Si  i>n  because  I  believe  in  Thee  ani 
Thy  holy  promise  that  "God  so  loved  the  world 

[e  gave  His  only  begotten  Son  i     hosoever 
Lieveth  in  Him  ho.     ot  perish  but  hare  ever- 
lasting life."   Amen. 

A  !__,___  ±__L^__ 

7A  ,  my  life    1  my  death  are  in 

.  .   Thou  art  one,  eternal,  and  all-powerful. 
Heal  me,  and  I  shall  be  healed.   "ut  if  in  Thy 
wisdom  Thou  Lecreed  concerning  me, 

ubmlt     ly  .to  ■1  .  Lag  that  my 

aferi      this  time  be  ac      le 
Thy  sight  as  the  atonement  for  all  my  errors. 
"Hear,  C  Israel,  the  Lord  our  God,  the  lord  is  Cne." 

If  seriously  wounded: 

1.  Notify  a  chaplain;  where  posible,  one  of 
the  soldier's  faith. 

2.  Help  the  oilier  to  pray  the  prayer  proper 
to  his  faith. 

3.  Give  your  t  of  the  wounded 

oldier  to  your  chaplain. 
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Appendix  II.  The  Week  of  Prayer  For  Unity  Materi   . 

Sunday — unity  of  all  Christians. 

nday — suffering  in  the  face  of     Lsion 
Tue    — sanctificstio-]  of 

—  .  notification  of  OrtJ 
Thu      —   ctific  Lc  ns 

Friday — sanctif ication  of  Prote. 

ctification  of  .  i.  ;  .<  i  Churches. 
Sunday — unity  of  all  men  in  the  love  and  truth 
of  Christ,  especially  the  work  of  the 
rid  Council  of  Churches. 

Fy  suffering  is  meant  the  "sorrow  which  Christian 

feel  over  their  separations."  Sanctif ication  means,  in 

this  instance,  the  triumph  of  lore  and  holihes  in  the 

lives  of  the  followers  of  Christ.   And  it  i    .  ihasizttd 

that  in  his  prayers  one  is  "not  to  examine  the  conscience 

of  others  but  his  own."  Each  is  urged  to  name  his  own 

Church  (Roman     Dlic,  Protestant,  Orthodox,  Anglican) 

'  ch  ha.:  often  to  love,  one  another.   The 

litany  follows. 

For  the  little  importance  we  have  attached  to 
thi  -t:   "I  haveother     :  that 

are  not  of  thi.  sh£epfold.   These  also  I  must  gather 
th     I]  ice. " 

US, 

For  our    crc-ersies  sometimes  filled  with 
tterness,  narrowness  of  spirit,  or  exageratic 
concea  :    our  Chri       rethern  and  for  our 
intra   I   ice  and  oar  severe  judgements... 

;GI7E  US,  0  LO   . 


For  l"1  the  ~iolence  of  which  we  have  been 
-ilty  irf  '      :.  nl   e-en  today     rd  our 
Christian  'are  /    ... 

FORGI  '          ,    C  LORD. 

c 

For  all  tue  unjustified  restrictive  measures 
ken  toward  them. . . 

13. 

,  0  LC 

For  all  the  proud  or  complacent  attitudes  we 
e  shown  throughout  the  centuries  toward  our 
Christian  trethern  and  for  all  our  incomprehension 
in  their  regard 

US,  C  LC  I. 

For  examples  of  bad  conduct  which  have  retarded 
diminished,  or  destroyed  the  effects  of  grace  in 
the  souls  of  al]  our  Christian  'rethern. . . . 

FORGIVE  US,'  0  LC  I. 

For  forgetting  frequent,  fervent,  and  fraternal 
prayer  for  them. . . 

;:rgive  us,  o  LORD-;  23 


23.  Ibid, ,  pp.  5,6. 
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